
 

 

 

Minutes 

Linkage Group Name Climate Change, Environment and Water Linkage Group 

Venue Zoom  

Date of Meeting 02/11/2021 

Attendees 

Charles Sargent (Facilitator) 

Edward Stevenson, Brian Arnold, Sean Barry, Myles Caulfield, Angela O Flynn 
Bury, Sarah Zimmermann, Angela Rogers, Maire O'Brien, Michael Walsh 

and Kevin Monks 

 

Apologies: Sabine McKenna, Lawrence Carvalho, Finbarr Quigley and Gill 
Blackburn 

In attendance Adam Rudden 

1. Open, Introductions and Minutes 

Charles Sargent (Facilitator) opened the meeting  

Minutes from Previous Meeting 24/08/2021 

Proposed: Charles Sargent 

Seconded: Edward Stevenson 

2. PPN Representative Progress Report 

SPC representatives presented progress report on Climate Action, Biodiversity and Environment SPC 
Meeting held on 22/09/2021. 

Motion Update: Hedgerow motion  

• Representative was informed by FCC that the Hedgerow Appraisal System will be 
considered in the context of the revision of Development Management policies during the 
preparation of the 2023-2029 County Development Plan. 

• There was a lot of interest at the SPC Meeting about the Foulkes Appraisal System, however 
the Council intends to be guided by the “Industry Standard” 

• The Council does not collect data on hedgerows. Only a small percentage of hedgerows are 
on public lands, i.e. approximately 6%. 

• Kevin Halpenny (FCC Senior Parks Superintendent) stated that any data the council 
possesses on hedgerows might be difficult to dig out.  

•  In the future a distinction in data may need to be made between hedgerows and tree 
canopies as this is not currently the practice.  

• Some of this hedgerow concerns may be better addressed at the level of the development 
plan. This may require lobbying planning officials as appose to the parks department.  



 

 

o Linkage Group member stated that they are working on the revising of the National 
biodiversity plan and that this will have a provision on hedgerows.  

 

Fingal Biodiversity Plan 2022 until 2030. 

Hans Visser (Executive Parks Superintendant) is drafting Fingal Biodiversity Plan (2022 until 2030) 

for consultation in early December. He is seeking a PPN member to participate in a workshop in late 
November to determine the plans priorities, 

➢ Linkage Group agreed to put Sarah Zimmermann and Maire O'Brien forward. If Hans will only 
allow one candidate, Sarah get precedence as she is working on the national plan. Maire O’ 
Brien stated she can only be involved if workshop takes place before December 3rd as she 
will be away.  

o Linkage group discussed the possibility of forming a subgroup if Hans does not allow 
more than one member sit on the workshop. 

o Linkage Group stated that the Fingal Biodiversity Plan (2022 until 2030) should be a 
working document and not a static document, similar to “Forest of Fingal, A Tree 
Strategy for Fingal”. Fixed review points should be set during the plan’s lifespan. 

Representative update on 'Seed Fund to communities to initiate climate action’ motion.  

➢ The PPN Representative discussed the three components of the motion.  
1. Frontloaded Money Energy Master Plan: Ronan O Reilly (Senior Executive Engineer) 

informed representative that Fingal CC can frontload money for Money Energy Master 
Plans. 

2. In terms of grants for helping groups to publicise master pan, i.e. websites, leaflets etc.  
Ronan O Reilly (Senior Executive Engineer) informed representative that there was 
funding available for that. 

3. Help with implementation of master plan: Representative stated that there is still 
ambiguity over whether Fingal will assist with the implementation. 

o Representative commented that it is unclear where groups should go to apply 
for the funding mentioned in points 1 & 2. Groups can contact Ronan O Reilly 
for further details, but details do not seem to be publicly advertised in a 
convenient place. 

o Linkage members discussed that there is a real issue with communication 
about it.  

o Maire O'Brien and Charles Sargent stated that they could do a step-by-step 
guide for smaller groups on the necessary steps required in setting up Energy 
Master Plan based on their experience setting it up for Portmarnock. 

o PPN Staff member stated that he could add this template to the 
resource section of website.  

  

3. PPN Strategic Plan Review 

The PPN Strategic Review subgroup and Fingal PPN Secretariat have requested that the Linkage 
Groups be consulted and input into the PPN Strategic Plan Review during the next round of linkage 
group meetings. 
 

This linkage group was assigned actions 7 -10.  

 

Action 7: Work closely with Fingal County Council in communicating to citizens 

o On “Support relevant actions in the Fingal Digital Strategy”: 

▪ The linkage group stated: How can the PPN not support the Fingal Digital 
Strategy. The more fundamental question is “How will this manifest?” 



 

 

▪ Linkage group discussed the digital divide. How FCC increasing trend of 
communicating with citizens through email and websites is marginalising some 
individuals.  

▪ A linkage group member commented that FCC has a failed system of 
communication  

▪ Actions need to be put in place to address these gaps.  

▪ One linkage member stated that a lot of the above gaps are already addressed in 
the objectives of the corporate plan. The issue is around why those objectives are 
not being implemented in practice  

 

Action 8: Further develop relationships between the PPN and Public Representatives 

On “Facilitate an annual forum for PPN Representatives to meet the SPC / LCDC / JPC 
chairpersons with a view to this taking place twice a year over time”  

o Linkage Group inquired if this refers to all PPN Representatives and SPC / LCDC / JPC 
chairpersons meeting together at the same time or whether the individual representatives 
would meet just with their corresponding committee chairs on a one-to-one.  

o Linkage group saw merit in both approaches. A lot of linkage groups and SPCs overlap in 
areas of concern, so meeting at the same time could be beneficial. In addition to this, chairs 
having a one-to-one with the corresponding PPN Reps could be a great support to the reps 
sitting on the committee.  

On “Identify one community issue per year to seek support from public representatives on and 
work with public representatives in pursuing the matter.” 

o Linkage group voted that “one” should be removed from “identifying one community 
issues.  

o Linkage group felt that having the one is mere tokenism and limiting the linkage group if 
they wish to bring more issues forward.  
 

Action 9: Foster key partnerships and explore further public participation initiatives 

On “Facilitate consultation initiatives and engagement opportunities between PPN members and 
non-Council” 

Linkage Group agreed that PPN should seek consultation initiatives and engagement opportunities 
between PPN members and non-Council” Non-council should include organisations like Irish Water, 
Government Departments, Office of Public Works etc.  

On the “Remove activity: The PPN will explore innovative public participation initiatives taking place 
in Ireland….” 

o Linkage Group were unclear as to reasoning for its removal.  

o On “Participatory Budgeting”, Linkage member stated that even though the concept of 
“Participatory Budgeting” may not be desirable, the PPN should be a voice on any local 
authority budgetary body, especially during preliminary discussions that is deciding budget 
for the county.  

o Linkage Group stated they were hesitant to remove it completely as it advocates an 
enhanced democracy. Some of its priorities may be lowered to aspirational but might be 
worth keeping if down the track something arises that PPN want to have input into it. 

o Action 10: Establish the PPN as a mandatory consultative and participatory structure. 

Action 10: Establish the PPN as a mandatory consultative and participatory structure. 

o Linkage group believes that this should be renamed to  

“Maintain” or “Expand” the PPN as a mandatory consultative and participatory structure.” The 
issue with the word “Established” is that Action 10 is not something static once deemed 



 

 

achieved. It is an ongoing process of upkeep, ensuring that the action is always an active 
reality within the PPN.  

 

4. Date of Next Meeting  

01/03/2022 

 


