
 

 

 

Minutes 

Linkage Group Name Climate Change, Environment and Water 

Venue County Hall, Swords 

Date of Meeting 28th November 2019  

Attendees 

Myles Caulfield (Rivervalley & Rathingle Residents Association), Kevin Monks 

(Howth Yacht Club), Timi Nicholson (Cuidiu Dublin North County Branch), Ann 

Lynch (Ballyboughal Hedgegrow Society), George Mongey (Swords Tidy Towns), 

Charles Heasman (Sustainable Skerries), Marion Heasman (Sustainable 

Skerries), Maire O’Brien (Fingal Environmental Network), Edward Stevenson 

(Swords Woodland Association), Sid Daly (Swords Woodland Association), 

Sabine McKenna (Sustainable Skerries), Gill Blackburn (Naul Community 

Council) 

In attendance 
Jamie Moore (PPN), Jenny Foley (PPN), Kevin Halpenny (FCC), Hans Visser 

(FCC) 

1. Open and Welcome 

As Gareth Lee has resigned as facilitator Jenny Foley facilitated the meeting. Jenny Foley opened the 

meeting and conducted a round of introductions 

2. Minutes and Matters Arising 

The minutes of last meeting were proposed by Sid Daly and seconded by Myles Caulfield  

3. Presentation by Kevin Halpenny, Fingal County Council 

Kevin Halpenny, Senior Parks Superintendant gave a presentation on Parks & Green Infrastructure 

Division. A Q&A session was conducted afterwards, some items discussed as follows: 

• Howth Head ownership 

• Hedgegrows in North County Dublin  

 



 

 

• Thank you to Parks & Green Infrastructure Division for co-operation in planting 1600 saplings by 

Swords Woodlands 

• Volunteers coming out and a lot is being achieved 

• Tree Strategy and how it fits in with the different visions 

• Extension of graveyards 

• Community Garden in Naul  

• Community Gardens in Fingal  

• LAP Rivermeade (sustainable river plans) 

• Timeframes of taking in charge of open spaces in new developments 

• High amount of development in North County Dublin – urban sprawl losing green spaces 

4. Presentation by Hans Visser, Fingal County Council 

Hans Visser, Executive Parks Superintendant gave a presentation on Fingal Biodiversity Action Plan. A 

Q&A session was conducted afterwards, some items discussed as follows:  

• Rivers in North County should be more bio-diverse i.e. the Devlin river 

• Does the Plan incorporate the sea (Hans Visser confirmed that it does incorporate the sea) 

• Discussed the possibility of café style consultation (worked well in Balbriggan)  

• Would there be a joint consultation with the Tree Strategy (Hans Visser confirmed that no it wouldn’t 

be a joint consultation) 

• Each town will be consulted, the possibility of groups of rural village consulted as one large group 

(suggestion by PPN) 

• Suggestion of a Ted Talk or Podcast on Biodiversity  

• Estuary clean up – Swords Tidy Towns clean up  

• The possibility of a workshop in the new year to discuss submissions to the Action Plan by the PPN 

5. PPN Representative Progress Report   

Edward Stevenson gave a report on the Climate Action, Biodiversity and Environment SPC Meeting held on 

12th November 2019. Report circulated to the group by Jenny Foley (by email)  

6. Linkage Group Facilitator   

Jenny Foley stated that as Gareth Lee has resigned as Facilitator of the Climate Change, Environment and 

Water a position of new Facilitator has become available. Sid Daly volunteered to be the new Facilitator for 

this linkage group and this was agreed by the group with a show of hands.  

7. Discussion on Community Issues  

As the meeting was beginning to run over time Jenny Foley asked the group if there were any urgent 



 

 

Community Issues that we could discuss them otherwise they could be discussed at the next meeting.  No 

urgent Community Issues were mentioned.   

8.  Date of next meeting, AOB and Close 

• Community Charter on Climate Action: 

The Linkage Group discussed the previously discussed development of a Community Charter on 

Climate Action. The Charter would be used by the Linkage Group to advocate for Climate Action 

from decision makers, including politicians, officials, the business community and the broader 

community. A sub-group was set up in June 2019 to progress this issue but did not meet, it was 

decided to set up a new sub-group to include: Ann Lynch, Sabine McKenna, Gill Blackburn and Timi 

Nicholson. Jenny Foley to set up an email group and proposed to meet in the new year.  

 

• LEADER: 

Maire O’Brien Linkage Group member announced that a position has become vacant on the 

LEADER Funding Group and they are looking for someone with an Environmental background, she 

advised the group to contact her directly for more information.  

 

• A suggestion was made by Sabine McKenna that on the minutes the organisations name would be 

put with the members name. This was agreed by the Linkage Group Facilitator Sid Daly.   

 

• Jamie Moore: 

A special mention was given to Jamie Moore as this was his last Linkage Group meeting. Maire 

O’Brien thanked Jamie for his commitment, friendship and support to all PPN members during his 

time in Fingal PPN and wished him all the best for the future. Jamie Moore thanked the group for all 

their support during his time with Fingal PPN and reiterated how important the volunteering 

community are and that he appreciated the effort and time the volunteers put into the PPN.  

 


