
 

 

 

Minutes 

Linkage Group Name Climate Change, Environment and Water 

Venue County Hall, Swords 

Date of Meeting 7pm, 18th June 2019 

Attendees 

Angela Rogers, Charles Sargent, Des Moore, Edward Stevenson, Eileen Quinn, 

Gareth Lee, George Mongey, Gill Blackburn, John Lovatt, Kevin Monks, Michael 

Walsh, Myles Caulfield, Orla Farrell, Roger Blackburn, Sarah Zimmerman, Seán 

Bray. 

In attendance 
Jamie Moore (PPN), Aishling Lennon (Smart Dublin), Aishling Hyland (FCC) and 

Dominic Byrne (FCC) 

1. Open and Welcome 

Gareth Lee opened the meeting and started with a round of introductions.   

2. Minutes and Matters Arising 

The minutes were proposed by Charles Sargent and seconded by Myles Caulfield.  

3. Digital Strategy Workshop 

Aishling Hyland and Aishling Lennon presented about the Digital Strategy that is currently being developed 

for Fingal. This was followed by a workshop where participants brainstormed ideas and prioritised issues. 

Participants were encouraged to make their own submissions on the strategy.  

4. EPA Response to Dredging 

Following a letter sent by this linkage group in April, the EPA responded to with recommendations for the 

Linkage Group on moving the issue forward or potentially submitting a formal complaint. The Linkage Group 

discussed this and agreed the most appropriate way forward would be to write to Malahide Marine Village 

Ltd. to make further enquiries, if this failed the LG would revert to the EPA. Michael Walsh will draft this 



 

 

letter.  

5. Discussion on Community Issues  

Climate Action / Green Wave 

Following the significant narrative in the media and politics recently around climate action, etc. Edward 

Stevenson and Gareth Lee recommended the Linkage Group engaged with elected members to start a 

conversation in relation to the community’s priorities around the environment and climate action going 

forward. It was agreed that a subgroup would be setup to formulate an issues paper to be returned to the 

next Linkage Group meeting. The subgroup would also invite Councillors to a meeting to discuss the issues 

paper following this. Subgroup members include: Edward Stevenson, Gareth Lee, Michael Walsh, Charles 

Sargent, John Lovatt and Sean Bray.  

Trees and Hedgerows 

The Linkage Group discussed the need for the Tree Strategy for Fingal to be updated and clarity on the 

Biodiversity Plan and Biodiversity Forum that local authorities are required to develop.  

PPN Constitution Steering Committee 

Angela Rogers was nominated to represent the Linkage Group on this committee. 

6. Agreement on actions / issues to be pursued  

- Michael Walsh to draft response to EPA letter to licensee.  

- Subgroup to initiate work on Climate and Environment Issues Paper 

- Jamie Moore to follow up with FCC on Biodiversity Forum, Strategy and Tree Management Plan.    

7. Date of next meeting, AOB and Close 

The next meeting of the Linkage Group will take place on 3rd September 2019 

AOB 

Members suggested that 

- There should be a mechanism for FCC to review its various strategies.  

- Planning implications on the environment are not being considered.  

Angela Rogers requested an update from the last LG meeting on the use of environmentally harmful sprays. 

 


