Survey on Intangible Cultural Heritage in Ireland

Invitation to Participate
The Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media would like to invite you to participate in a survey on Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH) in Ireland. The objective of the survey is to obtain a clear picture of the important work undertaken by Ireland’s ICH practitioners and other key stakeholders in the field of ICH. 

Under the UNESCO 2003 Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage, State Parties are required to submit periodic reports to UNESCO, which outline the work undertaken to raise awareness of and safeguard the Intangible Cultural Heritage in their Country. The responses received from this survey will feed into Ireland’s official response to UNESCO and will also inform the development and direction of Department policy in respect of ICH over the coming 2-3 years in line with the Vision, Mission and Principles set out for ICH in Ireland, which can be viewed at https://nationalinventoryich.chg.gov.ie/about/

About the Survey
The survey is comprised of 18 questions covering the key areas of intangible cultural heritage practice and safeguarding, including institutional and human capacity, transmission and education, inventorying and research, policies, safeguarding, awareness raising and community engagement.

Questions are set out under each area with requests to provide further information where applicable. Responses to each question should be no more than 200 words.

UNESCO 2003 Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage
In December 2015 Ireland ratified the UNESCO 2003 Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage. Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH) refers to the practices, expressions, knowledge and skills that communities and groups recognise as part of their cultural heritage. It is passed from generation to generation and is recognised under one or more of the following categories:
· Oral traditions and expressions;
· Performing arts;
· Social practices, rituals and festive events;
· Knowledge and practices concerning nature and the universe; and
· Traditional craftsmanship.

The objectives of the UNESCO 2003 Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage are as follows:
· to safeguard the ICH;
· to ensure respect for the ICH of the communities, groups and individuals concerned;
· to raise awareness at the local, national and international levels of the importance of the intangible cultural heritage, and of ensuring mutual appreciation thereof; and
· to provide for international cooperation and assistance.

Ireland’s Intangible Cultural Heritage
Ireland's National Inventory of Intangible Cultural Heritage was officially launched in July of 2019 and gives official State recognition to and promotes Ireland’s remarkable living heritage, thus acknowledging its importance and supporting its continuation for further generations. Applications to the National Inventory are accepted by the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media on an on-going basis. 

Ireland has also been successful in having the following three elements of our ICH inscribed on the UNESCO Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity: Uilleann Piping, Hurling and Irish Harping. 

Acknowledgement
The Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media would like to thank you for taking the time to respond to this survey. Your input is important to us and will help communicate the important work being undertaken and contribute to identifying priority areas in the coming years.

Submission of Survey Response
Please submit your completed survey by the deadline of Friday 3rd December 2021.

By email to: nationalich@tcagsm.gov.ie
Or
By post to: 
NICH
Room 315
Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media
23 Kildare Street
D02 TD30

GDPR Statement
The Department is committed to protecting and respecting your privacy and employs appropriate technical and organisational measures to protect your information from unauthorised access. The Department will not process your personal data for any purpose other than that for which they were collected. The Department will only retain your personal data for as long as it is necessary for the purposes for which they were collected and subsequently processed. When the business need to retain this information has expired, it will be examined with a view to destroying the personal data as soon as possible, and in line with Department policy. The Department’s Privacy Statement in relation to individual suppliers, payees and grantees can be found on our website at: 
https://www.gov.ie/en/organisation-information/5c605-data-protection/#data-protection-policy
Further information on Data Protection can be found on our website at: 
https://www.gov.ie/en/organisation-information/5c605-data-protection/#further-information
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· Please return your completed survey to nationalich@tcagsm.gov.ie by 3rd  December 2021
· Queries may also be submitted to nationalich@tcagsm.gov.ie


	Contact Details

	Name
	

	Organisation/Group (if applicable)
	

	Email Address
	

	Contact Phone Number (optional)
	





	Institutional and human capacities

	1. Have you received support from State bodies[footnoteRef:1], through funding or other mechanisms, to document aspects of your ICH practice?  [1:  State Bodies include Government Departments, Arts Council, Heritage Council, Local Authority Arts and Heritage Offices, Creative Ireland, Museums, Libraries, Archives etc.] 

If so, please provide brief details. 

	








	2. Do you work with or manage a centre or organisation, such as a centre of expertise, research institution, museum or library, which contributes to the management and safeguarding[footnoteRef:2] of your ICH practice?  [2:  Article 2(3) of the UNESCO 2003 Convention defines safeguarding as measures to ensure viability of the ICH, including the identification, documentation, research, preservation, protection, promotion, enhancement, transmission, through formal and non-formal education, as well as revitalization of elements of such heritage.] 

If so, please provide brief details. 

	








	3. Please provide information on any training you have participated in and/or provided over the past 3 years that contributes to the safeguarding and management of your ICH practice.

	








	4. Has the training you provided or received enhanced the management or safeguarding of your ICH practice? 
If so, please provide brief details.

	










	Transmission and Education

	5. Please briefly describe any educational programme or project that you organised or participated in over the past 3 years that helped to transmit knowledge of your ICH practice. 
Where possible, please include details of any funding or other support for the programme or project.

	










	Inventorying and research

	6. Have you received support, financial or other, to assist with the safeguarding of your ICH practice through research, scientific, technical and/or artistic studies?
Please provide brief details where appropriate.

	








	7. Have you received support, financial or other, to assist with the safeguarding of your ICH practice through documentation and archiving?
Please provide brief details where appropriate

	








	8. Have you conducted and/or supported any research on the methods and impacts of safeguarding your practice or ICH more broadly? 
Where applicable, please describe briefly the research conducted and/or supported, in particular the impacts studied.  

	








	9. Where you have carried out and/or supported research or documentation on elements of your practice or ICH more broadly, are the findings made available to relevant community groups and the broader public? 
Please provide details where appropriate.

	










	Role of intangible cultural heritage and its safeguarding in society

	10. To what extent do you believe engagement with ICH benefits communities and individuals e.g. helps foster a culture that supports well-being, mutual respect and understanding amongst communities and individuals?

	








	11. [bookmark: _GoBack]Are programmes and projects you run that help safeguard your ICH practice inclusive of all sectors of society (e.g. ethnicity, age, gender, indigenous minorities, ability, migrants, refugees)? 
Please provide brief details on how this is achieved.

	










	Awareness-raising

	12. Please describe activities you undertake to raise awareness of your practice, including through use of media. 

	








	13. Do any of the activities you listed above include specific measures to raise awareness and engagement among young people and other individual sectors of society? 
If so, please provide brief details.

	








	14. Do you engage with media organisations on specific cooperation activities and/or programmes to help promote and build understanding of your practice or ICH more broadly? 
If so, please provide brief details.

	








	15. Do you develop programmes and/or hold events to promote good safeguarding practices for your ICH practice?
If so, please provide brief details

	










	Engagement of communities, groups and individuals as well as other stakeholders

	16. Does your work to safeguard your ICH practice include participation by other community, non-government or private sector entities? 
If so, please provide brief details on the level of such participation.

	








	17. Please provide details on any monitoring or evaluation you have undertaken on programmes and measures to safeguard your ICH practice. 

	








	18. Please provide brief details on any challenges you faced in regards to the monitoring and evaluation undertaken.

	










	Additional Information

	We welcome any further comments you may wish to add on your practice and on ICH more broadly in Ireland.

	
















image1.png
An Roinn Turaséireachta, Cultiir,
Ealaion, Gaeltachta, Spéirt agus Mean
Department of Tourism, Culture,

Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media





