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01. Overview
This Community Issues Paper sets out to document and summarise
key issues that have emerged from each of the PPN Linkage
Groups. The document is intended to be used to focus the PPN’s
advocacy around community issues in the coming years. It will serve
as a key resource for the PPN to lobby the Council or other state
agencies and decision makers.
To gather issues from community members, workshops were
conducted with the eight Linkage Groups in the PPN. 102 PPN
members were asked what they considered to be the main issues
that affect their areas and communities. 121 themed issues are
identified in this paper across the eight Linkage Groups.
Sustainable Development Goals
In line with the Fingal PPN Strategic Plan 2018 – 2021, issues for
each of the Linkage Groups are themed by the relevant United
Nations (UN) Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) see Figure 1
below for the SDGs.
Figure 1: United Nations Strategic Development Goals
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02. Arts, Community, Heritage and Sport
Relevant UN Sustainable Development Goals:

Table 1: Issues Identified by the Arts, Community, Heritage and Sport Linkage
Group
Thematic Area

Issue

Arts:
Events

Increase the number of individual event open nights for art exhibitions to
be promoted alongside talks on art and culture.

Arts:
Youth and New
Communities

Fingal County Council to build on and raise greater awareness of
school and community programmes to encourage participation in the
arts, particularly from young people and new Irish communities living in
Fingal.

Community:
Facilities

Ensure community facilities are affordable and accessible across Fingal,
especially to local volunteer led groups. This will enable them to run
arts, culture and support groups for the local community. Community
facilities should be appropriately equipped to facilitate performances and
exhibitions as well as general group meetings.
All new community buildings to be appropriate for disabled access.
A gap analysis to be carried out by Fingal County Council to identify
community facilities with the least access for residents and capital
expenditure to be prioritised in these areas.

Community:
Hubs

Community:
Planning

Explore the potential of Community Hubs being rolled out through
existing community facilities. Community Hubs could facilitate satellite
community based services and clinics such as Citizen’s information,
Family Resource Centre, Youth Services and more.
Investigate the potential of commercial rates exemptions being provided
to vacant commercial premises being used by volunteer led community
groups selling artworks, crafts or other volunteer produced products.
Local planning to have a focus on ensuring adequate provision of
designated play areas for children and suitable cultural/arts recreational
facilities for young people.
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Thematic Area

Issue

Community:
Wellbeing

Local services to implement the Green Gym programme across Fingal
to promote good health and positive mental wellbeing and to bring the
outdoors to people of all ages.

Heritage:
Greenways

Greenways to be established linking villages in Fingal, so that people
can work safely between locations and enjoy the natural environment.
This would reduce residents driving across the county reducing Fingal’s
carbon footprint. This will also increase local fitness and health.
Fingal County Council to plan, resource and implement the Fingal
Coastal Greenway.
Local groups to be supported by Fingal PPN to engage in protecting
the local heritage.

Heritage:
Local Ownership

Communities to be engaged in projects in a community development
manner to develop and promote their local heritage.
Fingal County Council to promote the historical value of towns and
villages (such as Lusk and Rush), empowering communities to develop,
run and sustain community based visitor centres.

Heritage:
Nature

A policy to be developed to ensure that developers who remove trees
and hedgerows to replace these with the planting of an equivalent
number native Irish trees and hedgerows, etc.
Fingal PPN to engage in a discussion on the need for regulation for a
minimum required area of green space and gardens in all new housing
developments to support biodiversity and rainfall management and
flooding.
Fingal County Council to subsidise an increased range of low cost
community sporting activities and facilities to ensure access for those
on low incomes. Including ‘low-hitters’ i.e. smaller/niche sports such as
orienteering and cycling.

Sports:
Activities

Fingal County Council to work on a cohesive strategy for usage of the
coastline in Fingal focusing in particular on water sports. To work on the
less established type of sporting activities for those not involved in the
established sports clubs (i.e. wind surfing, rock climbing).
Local groups to have access to sports facilities that cater to a variety of
groups, sports and ages.

Sports:
Swimming Pools
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Fingal County Council to invest resources in community swimming
pools similar to the pools provided by Dublin City Council.
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03. Community Safety and Policing
Relevant UN Sustainable Development Goals:

Table 2: Issues Identified by the Community Safety and Policing Linkage Group
Thematic Area

Issue

Crime Prevention:
Abandoned Cars

Fingal County Council and An Garda Síochána to clarify and coordinate
their responsibilities in relation to dealing with abandoned cars throughout
Fingal with the potential for a collaborative programme to be rolled out.
Members of the community get an appropriate and timely response
from Community Gardaí in relation to anti-social behaviour in public
places. Priority areas include: Dart lines, stations, beaches, parks,
housing estates and late-night venues.

Crime Prevention:
Anti-social
Behaviour

Community Gardaí lead a multi-agency plan aimed at reducing antisocial behaviour.
CCTV to be put up in public spaces where it is required to deter antisocial behaviour.
Parents are supported to take ownership for their children’s anti-social
behaviour.
There to be better lighting and signage in areas of persistent crime.
There to be more activities and facilities for young people in the area in
order to support them to keep away from criminal activity.
Gardaí to use a multitude of mechanisms to engage with the community
and issues alerts in relevant areas where necessary. This should include
social media, text alerts, newsletters, etc.
Email addresses for Garda Divisions in Fingal to be published for nonemergency communication, this is especially useful for areas that do not
have a local Garda station.

Crime Prevention:
Communications

Communities to be supported to setup, develop and reactivate
Neighbourhood Watch. This should include training, networking
opportunities and text alert systems. This could be done in partnership
with the PPN.
The PPN and Gardaí to continue to work together to promote a strong
link between local communities and local Garda Stations
Local Garda stations to establish a message response system when
unable to answer the station phone.
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Thematic Area

Issue
All Garda Stations to be open 24 hours a day.

Crime Prevention:
Garda Presence

Community Gardaí numbers to be increased to facilitate meaningful,
sustainable partnerships within the community.
Community Gardaí need ring-fenced time to avoid being diverted to
other posts which results in lost opportunities for the community to
engage with Gardaí on issues.

Crime Prevention:
Litter Prevention
and Control

Sufficient litter wardens and community based programmes to be
provided to prevent littering in public spaces. This includes fly-tipping,
litter, graffiti, abandoned cars and bonfires.

Crime Prevention:
Planning

Increase transparency with the public on plans for reducing crime
at community level. Planning processes to involve research into
what works well in other communities, i.e. crime prevention through
environmental design.
New estates to be designed to facilitate the combatting of anti-social
behaviour, reckless driving and lighting black-spots.
Increase safety precautions to prevent car theft in car parks,
neighbourhoods and local communities through local community based
education and awareness raising initiatives.

Crime Prevention:
Reduction of Theft

Increase the use of CCTV cameras on Main Streets, in railway stations,
car parks and beaches (to include static Automatic Number Plate
Recognition / ANPR cameras).
Establish a campaign for citizens to become active in preventing crime
with actions such as reporting of crime and marking property (by
providing access to marking machines).

Crime Prevention:
Response Times

Efforts to be made to ensure Garda emergency response times are
appropriate. Response times should be monitored and reported on
publicly with any issues to be identified and addressed.
Road safety initiatives to be developed to focus on:
• Illegal parking (disability spaces, loading bays, yellow lines, controlled
parking zones, etc.).

Crime Prevention:
Road Safety

• Speeding and antisocial driving in areas.
• Nuisance and unsafe vehicle use around schools, specifically during
drop-offs and pickups.
• Zero tolerance towards untaxed vehicles, expired NCTs and
uninsured drivers.
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04. Economic Development,
Enterprise and Tourism
Relevant UN Sustainable Development Goals:

Table 3: Issues Identified by the Economic Development, Enterprise and Tourism
Linkage Group
Thematic Area

Issue

Economy:
Education

There is a need for increased vocational training colleges and
educational campuses based within Fingal. These to support access
to programmes connected to local employment as well as supporting
transition into other third level programmes.

Economy:
Foreign Direct
Investment and
Jobs

Fingal needs to continue to be represented at and engaged with the
IDA and local Chambers of Commerce to ensure that Fingal remains
competitive for, is attractive to and considered for foreign direct
investment and job creation.

Tourism:
Accommodation

There is not sufficient tourist accommodation in Fingal, council planning
to include provision for strategically located accommodation options to
support increased tourism in Fingal.

Tourism:
Dublin Plan

Explore the feasibility of a Dublin wide tourism plan and if this would lead
to achieving the best tourism outcomes for Fingal through dividing and
focusing markets.
Fingal is an area rich in tourist destinations, which could be further
optimised. To support the branding of the area as a unique tourist
destination, the following should be progressed:

Tourism:
Fingal as a
Destination

• Development and marketing of tourist/recreational pathways and day
trips, particularly the delivery of the Fingal Coastal Way (a cycleway/
walkway which links to major heritage sites, parks and beaches).
• The Fingal Coastal Way is an objective of the Development Plan
2017-2023 and should be front-loaded.
• On-going publicity and relationship building with tourism operators
and agencies.
• Continued development of events and festivals throughout Fingal.
• Further development of tourism and cultural offices, to include local
merchandise and branding.
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05. Environment and Water
Relevant UN Sustainable Development Goals:

Table 4: Issues Identified by the Water and Environment Linkage Group
Thematic Area
The Environment:
All Ireland
Pollination Plan

Issue
Fingal has a clear strategy for implementing the All Ireland Pollinator Plan
in order to ensure that harmful weed killers are no longer affecting local
wildlife and pollinators.
There is an education campaign developed to raise awareness about
simple, practical steps to improve the health of pollinators.
Greater promotion of campaigns and programmes to assist residents:

The Environment:
Climate Change

• Retrofitting of homes to reduce energy use and promote energy
efficiency.
• Embrace renewable energy production i.e. photovoltaic on rooftops.

The Environment:
Domestic Waste

Increase compliance with the lawful disposal of household waste by
identifying households that are not subscribed to a waste collection
service.
Members of the community are involved in a local campaign to raise
awareness and reduce illegal dumping in public spaces.

The Environment:
Fly-tipping

Review the enforcement of regulations/bylaws/legislation in relation to
Fly tipping with a view to creating a greener cleaner environment for all
who live work and visit Fingal.
More effort to reduce fly tipping and removal of large refuse items from
public spaces.
CCTV monitoring to be installed of high incident areas of fly-tipping.

The Environment:
Plastics
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A campaign should be undertaken to promote the safe disposal of all
plastic material, this should also include an approach to businesses
groups to not use unrecyclable plastics in their food and drink sales,
where avoidable.
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Thematic Area

The Environment:
Recycling Centres

Issue
Improve user compliance in relation to items being placed in the
incorrect containers or mixed household rubbish in the plastic wrapper/
bag container at recycling centres. This can be done through examining
the enforcement levels at recycling centres and targeting informal
education interventions to increase levels of adherence and increase the
awareness of customers.
Raise community awareness of recycling centres in Fingal.
To establish an evidenced informed programme that aims to reduce the
negative impact of human and animal waste on public health and public
spaces.

The Environment:
Sewerage

New housing developments should be planned in coordination with
sewerage facilities in order to ensure that appropriate permissions and
planning are in place before constructions begins.
A campaign is launched to explore feasibility of setting-up a tertiary
treatment facility in order to process waste waters and eliminate microbeads and other micro contaminants from water supply.

The Environment:
Trees and Forests

Water:
Greenway Project

A consultation with local residents in order to develop an implementation
strategy for Fingal’s Tree Strategy (i.e. Forrest of Fingal).
Information is shared with local organisations and community groups
about how to get involved in retaining and protecting trees and forests.
A community-wide strategy is developed to develop a greenway in
Fingal in order to:
• Improve the maintenance of walking paths and tidal tracks.
• Build tourist-friendly walkways and cycle paths along coastal areas.

Water:
Nitrates

Establish a river-basin management plan to ensure that there are limits
placed on use of herbicides/ glysophates / pesticides.
Campaign is developed to prevent over trawling of the local seabed and
enforcement of fines and penalties.
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06. Housing and Homelessness
Relevant UN Sustainable Development Goals:

Table 5: Issues Identified by the Housing and Homelessness Linkage Group
Thematic Area

Issue

Housing:
Accessibility of
Supports and
Information

Redesign and literacy proof all social housing support application forms
at local level.
Community organisations should receive on-going information from
Fingal County Council regarding homeless issues.

Housing:
Home Loans

Where a homeowner is in risk of losing their home due to defaulting on
a loan, Fingal County Council should explore the feasibility of operating
a buy to let / mortgage to let scheme, where the owner of the home can
remain as a tenant while paying rent to the council as a social tenant.

Housing:
Rent

Fingal County Council should explore a potential pilot scheme that
will support people who are caught up in a rental issue in which the
Residential Tenancies Board has not been successful in resolving.

Housing:
Single Person
Accommodation

Fingal County Council to explore the building of student type
accommodation for single people who need housing, similar to the
multinational model of providing student type accommodation for their
young executives.

Housing:
Supply and
Demand

Construction needs to increase in order to meet the required demand.
Demand should be met through both private sector build and local
authority led schemes. Fingal County Council to continue to explore
development of social and affordable housing and increase supports to
build more homes.
Fingal County Council to use compulsory purchase orders, where
appropriate and where necessary, to purchase vacant homes for use as
social units.
Fingal County Council to provide a quicker turnaround of houses under
their authority for distribution among people on the housing list.
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Thematic Area

Issue

Homelessness:
Social and Health

A holistic approach to caring for and supporting a person experiencing
homelessness is essential. A wide range of services should be
provided for, including access to Doctors, nurses, counsellors, career
guidance, education, etc. in order to empower the person experiencing
homelessness.
People seeking emergency accommodation should be placed as close
to their local support structures, as possible.

Homelessness:
Supports

To protect the human rights of the child and avoid long term social
issues developing, and in the absence of appropriate accommodation
being available, families should be placed in family hubs, rather than
hotels.
People living in homelessness or emergency accommodation often do
not have access to washing or cooking facilities. Fingal to explore the
establishment of communal centres for washing/cooking to facilitate
people in this scenario.
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07. Planning and Strategic Infrastructure
Relevant UN Sustainable Development Goals:

Table 6: Issues Identified by the Planning and Strategic Infrastructure Linkage Group
Thematic Area

Planning:
Communications

Planning:
Enforcement

Issue
Interdepartmental communication should be encouraged and tracked
to ensure that local issues are brought to the correct bodies within the
Council, so these can be resolved as soon as possible.
Fingal residents to be informed of new planning applications that bypass
Fingal County Council and go straight to An Bord Pleanála by including
these applications in the Weekly Planning List.
Ensure that the planning enforcement section in Fingal County Council
is adequately resourced in order to ensure planning regulations are
adhered to, thus ensuring the sustainable and appropriate development
of the County.
Local Area Plans (LAPs) to ensure that all major infrastructure projects
(sewage, roads etc.) and large-scale developments (more than 100
residential units) are future proofed.

Planning:
Growing Population

LAPs to identify through a needs assessment, requirements for:
• Sports facilities (large and minority sports)
• Schools
• Community centres
• Arts and performance facilities

Planning:
Infrastructure First

Construction of sewage infrastructure to follow an ‘infrastructure first’
model as a planning permission condition for new housing.

Planning:
New Communities

Occupiers of new residential units to be informed and given resources
to support them to set up residents associations.
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Thematic Area

Issue
The PPN to be kept informed of infrastructure projects relating to the
airport including the proposed new runway and to be directly consulted
with.

Strategic
Infrastructure:
Dublin Airport

DAA (Dublin Airport Authority) to be requested to monitor and publish
reports on the level of noise pollution caused by the airport.
The PPN to support engagement with the community regarding the
proposed Airport Noise Regulator and separately, the development
of a noise management plan. This should be accompanied with a
meaningful mechanism to raise the community’s concerns in relation to
this.
Accountability to be assigned to a specific department within Fingal
County Council for implementation of the Mobility Management Plan.

Strategic
Infrastructure:
Mobility and
Funding

Certain roads in Fingal should be widened and made more accessible
for people with disabilities using pathways, to reduce accidents.
Fingal to have more investment in Transport Infrastructure as currently
few new projects are being implemented (i.e. new bridges, footpaths).
A needs analysis of key infrastructure to be undertaken to highlight gaps
in infrastructure in Fingal. Investment for improvement to infrastructure to
be made in priority areas.
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08. Transport
Relevant UN Sustainable Development Goals:

Table 7: Issues Identified by the Transport Linkage Group
Thematic Area

Transport:
Cycling

Issue
Rail to be made more accessible to cyclists to support tourist access
and local commuting, which includes more space for bikes on trains
and more bike parks at stations.
Development of cycle routes and cycle lanes should be an essential
inclusion in any future road works project.
Plans need to support increased connectivity and integration between
all modes of transport, including: car, rail, bus, cycle and pedestrian.

Transport:
Interconnectivity

Greater orbital bus connectivity is required within Fingal (i.e.
Blanchardstown, Airport, Swords, Balbriggan, Rush and Lusk) and
extended to major infrastructure in South Dublin County (Tallaght
Hospital) and Dun Laoghaire Rathdown (University College Dublin)
areas.
Fingal needs more investment into transport infrastructure. This
investment needs to take account of growing usage.

Transport:
Public Transport

Metro Link needs to be prioritised and delivered to unlock future
development capacity of the county.
Dublin Bus routes should be reviewed with aim of decreasing the time
and challenges of getting between towns and transport hubs in Fingal.
Railway stations within Fingal to be reviewed for accessibly and
improvements made for those with disabilities.

Transport:
Road Maintenance

Future proofing of the road system is necessary to accommodate the
expected large scale residential development in Fingal County in the
coming years.

Transport:
Rural Transport

The existing rural transport programme (i.e. currently provided by Nifty)
should be expanded in order to ensure that rural towns and villages
have adequate access to public transport.
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09. Social Inclusion, Rural Development
and Youth
Relevant UN Sustainable Development Goals:

Table 8: Issues Identified by the Social Inclusion, Rural Development and Youth
Linkage Group
Thematic Area

Social Inclusion:
Facilities

Social Inclusion:
Funding

Issue
It must always be ensured that all community centres are managed on a
not-for-profit basis, led by a volunteer board, to make them as inclusive
and accessible as possible.
A review of planning policies should be undertaken to provide suitable
access to facilities (community centres, etc.) for community groups and
their activities.
All local community funding scheme application forms and guidelines
should be improved, streamlined and made more accessible on an ongoing basis.
Increased supports should be put in place to assist communities of
most need to apply for funding.

Social Inclusion:
Integration

Advocate for a strong Integration and Social Cohesion strategy
for Fingal, to include the necessary road map on the provision of
community development and education supports.

Social Inclusion:
Service promotion

Existing community services in Fingal, which include but is not limited to;
mental health, unemployment, youth and elderly services to be better
promoted so communities are aware of what services are available
locally.

Social Inclusion:
Unemployment

Trade and craft courses in Fingal should be mapped, some of which
are covered by SICAP, in order to make this information available to the
community.

Rural
Development:
Marina

Pursue that a feasibility study for the Fingal coastline to accommodate
marina development is conducted.

Fingal Public Participation Network

Community Issues Paper

15

Thematic Area

Rural
Development:
Transport

Issue
Investment needs to be made in an affordable and accessible (for
disabled residents) transport for Fingal residents to link with facilities in
Fingal.
Links between bus and train services in Fingal to be improved.
The existing Fingal Express bus service to be expanded.
Fingal needs more investment in a bus service which links local
communities to hospitals and other health services.

Youth:
Education

Existing schools/colleges in Fingal to be used to promote Post Leaving
Cert courses for early school leavers.
Research to be carried out to investigate the viability of employer
facilitated education schemes i.e. working for four days and attending
education for one day a week.
A strategy for young people in Fingal needs to be developed and
implemented, to include how to deal with the volume of young people
living in the area and how to include different cultures, as well as
providing services to more regional areas.

Youth:
Support Services

A signposting directory for young people trying to access drugs &
alcohol services needs to be developed.
Research to be conducted to explore the viability of counselling drop-in
services in towns to provide a space for young people to talk about their
issues.
A survey of young people in the county to be undertaken, to develop a
roadmap of what services young people in the county require.
Facilities such as skate parks and youth cafés should be developed.

10. Conclusion
This Community Issues Paper serves as a foundation of the advocacy efforts of
the PPN, our Linkage Groups and our Representatives. This is a living document
that will be added to over time and at least once annually. Updates will be
determined by the individual Linkage Groups. Linkage Groups are not confined
to the issues raised in this paper; these are to be built upon by the Linkage
Groups to reflect a broader landscape of issues and other emerging issues.

How do I get involved in Linkage Groups?
www.fingalppn.ie

|

ppn@fingal.ie

|

01 890 6235

